
Stormwater 
Management District 
Clarifica tion  



First and foremost, the Fiscal 
Court should NOT MOVE 
FORWARD with the creation 
of a Stormwater Management 
District regardless of how we 
decide to manage 
Stormwater within the 
county.



Very clear legal opinions exist 
which confirm that if this 
district were formed under 
KRS 220, they would indeed 
have the authority to levy 
taxes. 



This could mean an 
additional new tax burden  of 
up to $900 for a family living 
in a $200,000 home in Oldham 
County. In total, over $23 
million dollars in new taxes  
could be levied across 
Oldham County.



1994 Attorney General opinion 
regarding Bullitt County Case 
concerning creation of a sanitation 
district under KRS 220.
“Can a Fiscal Court create a KRS 220 
District that does not have a taxing 
authority?”
ÒIn our view, the answer is 
NO...Ó



There is NO MANDATE for the 
creation of a district or or to 
collect fees - Not every 
program in the state collects 
fee/taxes - they are payed for 
out of current revenues.



Other reasons for non-
approval of this 
ordinance
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URS Consultants

• Never appeared before Fiscal 
Court prior to first reading for 
explanation and/or questioning

• ~10X More Expensive than Law 
Enforcement Consultants Study

• Law Enforcement Consultants 
gave Presentation - why didn’t 
URS?
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OCFC Utilities Committee

• SWAC recommendation (or URS 
Proposal(s)) never brought to the 
Utilities Committee

• Went straight into a first reading of the 
ordinance

•  The Utilities Committee has not been 
utilized for further research and 
investigation as would be typical under 
the existing committee system implemented by Judge Murner.



We should also consider 
requesting that members of 
the Utilities Committee or the 
Fiscal Court be able to meet 
with Abigail Raines (State 
MS4 Coordinator) for 
clariÞcation  on our 
Stormwater program needs.
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Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:

• Regulations per State MS4 
Coordinator Abigail Raines

• Mapping GIS within incorporated 
areas (urbanized) where 
stormwater runoff (from ditches, 
drains, and culverts, etc.) enters 
existing waterways.



Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:



Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:

• We already have a funded 
(General Fund) GIS program & 
employees working on it.



Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:

• We already have a funded 
(General Fund) GIS program & 
employees working on it.

• Erosion Prevention & Sediment 
control - For NEW building & 
construction - MAIN COST 
(Countywide)



Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:

• We already have a funded 
(General Fund) GIS program & 
employees working on it.

• Erosion Prevention & Sediment 
control - For NEW building & 
construction - MAIN COST 
(Countywide)

• Investigate & Correct any reported 
illicit discharges
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Phase II = "Construction Site Phase"
What we need to focus on:

• Post Construction Monitoring - Centered 
around developments which feature 
"retention ponds” - Make sure there is 
assigned responsibility for cleanouts 
(Countywide)

• Public Education - Ch. 25 Cable Access 
Spots, literature available form KY 
Universities, advertising in local printed 
media  - Can be accomplished  for no 
more than 25k/yr (Countywide)
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Urbanized Areas
The Phase II population and density 
qualifications:

• Population greater than 10,000 
people & a population density of 
1,000 people per square mile

• Oldham county = 189 square miles 
with less than 60,000 residents





There is NO MANDA TE for 
existing county residents 
who live in unincorporated 
areas (approx. 75% of the 
county .
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User Fee Based Funding

• If fees were added to 
construction or building permits 
to cover the costs which are 
MANDATED, existing homes/
residents would have little or no 
impact from this (less than $2/yr)



Can we modify our Phase II Permit  
Plan?



Can we modify our Phase II Permit  
Plan?

• YES, Ms. Abigail Raines said it 
is no problem to make 
changes to the plan based 
upon it being a "working 
document".
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ClariÞcation of the notion of 
impending Þnes or actions 
from the EP A

• EPA is utilizing State 
agencies to oversee local 
programs 
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Review Costs - 

• GIS Mapping - we should work 
with cities on potential cost 
sharing

• Education - very inexpensive

• Illicit discharge - Pass ordinances 
and implement action plan

• Erosion Prevention & Sediment 
control - Paid for by for-profit 
construction businesses



Why are we asking 
homeowners, commercial 
properties, churches, etc. to 
pay fees or be a part of a Ònew 
countywide districtÓ when they  
ARE NOT MANDATED to be?


